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Department News Internships/Jobs Board  

Mr. David Turco graduated from UMES in 2015 with a Bachelor’s of Science in Rehabilitation Ser-

vices.  David also earned the distinction of Summa Cum Laude for his Baccalaureate graduating class. 

Further, Mr. Turco is part of the Golden Key Society and the Phi Kappa Phi Honor society. Today Mr. 

Turco is one of the graduate assistants in the UMES Rehabilitation department and is working toward 

his Master’s degree in Rehabilitation Counseling.  In true scholarly tradition David has joined the Inter-

national Graduate Student Association (ISGA) as well as the Graduate Student Association (GSA) here 

on the UMES campus, keeping in touch with others in his field and looking for ways to help where he 

can. As a nontraditional student David could have chosen anywhere to earn his degree but he chose 

UMES and is very proud to call himself a UMES Hawk. David loves to cook and more so, eat Lasagna.  

If you have comments or concerns, or just want more information, or would like to assist with the future 

development of the Rehab Review, contact the Editor, Mr. David Turco deturco@umes.edu  

Meet the Editor  

Mr. David Turco 
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The CRC Credential 
 

The CRC is the premier credential designed specifically for rehabilitation counselors. CRCC developed its cre-

dentialing process in an effort to enhance the quality of services delivered to individuals with disabilities. 

October 6-14, 2017 Exam- A complete application must be submitted and all fees must be paid by the May 15, 

2017, deadline. 

 

Category G 

Students enrolled in Master’s in Rehabilitation Counselor Education (RCE) program accredited by CORE or 

Clinical Rehabilitation Counseling (CLRC) program dually accredited by CORE and CACREP with 75% of 

coursework completed by February 1st for the March exam; by June 1st for the July exam; by September 1st for 

the October exam. In addition: 

Completion of a rehabilitation counseling internship of 600 clock hours supervised by a CRC completed prior to 

graduation. 

Graduate within twelve (12) months of the CRC application date under which you applied. 

 

Contact Dr. Santos : lsantos@umes.edu 

Paid Internship 

Pennsylvania Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR). 

Here are the deadline for internships in the 2018 Spring semester-materials should be turned 

in no later than August 1st, 2017  

 

Eligibility - all candidates 

1.     Meet the minimum experience and training required for the job: VOCATIONAL REHABILI-

TATION COUNSELOR INTERN: Current enrollment in the final year of a master's degree pro-

gram in vocational rehabilitation counseling, rehabilitation education, or rehabilitation administra-

tion. 

Vacancies: http://www.dli.pa.gov/Individuals/Disability-Services/career/Pages/default.aspx 

Please contact Dr. Santos the Clinical Coordinator for more information lsantos@umes.edu  
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The National Society of Allied Health (NSAH) is the official 
voice for Historically Black Colleges and Universities with 
schools or programs of allied health, providing a forum for 
faculty, students, and practitioner development.  The NSAH 
networks and collaborates with other organizations that ad-
dress health issues that affect the African American commu-
nities through education, research, practice, and service de-
livery.  
 
 
NSAH is open to undergraduate and graduate students. Eligi-
ble applicants should meet the following criteria: Must be an 
Allied Health major, must have a 3.2 G.P.A. and must have 
completed two semesters in an allied health program . 
 
If you are interested in joining this organization, please con-
tact  in the Rehabilitation Department, Hazel Hall, Suite 
1062. Please bring transcript and resume.  
 
 

 

National Society of All ied 

Health  

    Honor Society  

 
Inductions  April 25th 2017 

mailto:deturco@umes.edu
http://www.dli.pa.gov/Individuals/Disability-Services/career/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:lsantos@umes.edu
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See your advisor in the  

Rehabilitation Department   

Where to find the Rehabilitation Department  

Hazel Hall suite 1062 

Advisor List  

 

Dr. Talley Rm 1113 

   Dr. Faubion Rm 1109 

 Dr. Rahimi Rm 1111 

Dr. Zheng  Rm 1117 

Dr. Santos Rm 1115  

 

Mr. Jonathan Blackmon Rm 1114 

Ms. Lankford-Purnell Rm 1112  

 

 
To find your advisor, log on to my campus> go to   

Hawk Web page> right hand side of screen, 

fourth box down > My Advisor. 

The  Graduate Assistants  

Ms. Rosemary Bubor  

Ms. Medora Frazier  

Mr. David Turco  

Ms. Queen Njonguo  

Fall NCRE/RSA/CSAVR 2016 conference 

was  held October 16-18, 2016 in Arlington, 

VA. This year's theme was  "Rehabilitation 

Education, Research and Service: Meeting 

the Needs of our Contemporary Counseling 

Practice"  the purpose of the conference was 

to invite rehabilitation educator's initial de-

velopment of the future identity of rehabili-

tation counseling and rehabilitation counse-

lor education considering all our current pro-

fessional challenges. 

 

Dr. Santos was invited as guest a panelist on 

a presentation titled: "Inclusion, Equity, and 

Social Justice: Meeting the Contemporary 

Needs of Rehabilitation Counseling ap-

proaching 2020 

 

Dr. Noel Estrada -Hernandez -NCRE Presi-

dent stated "Many of Dr. Santos rehabilita-

tion education colleagues have endorsed 

her  as a leader in issues related to disability, 

diversity and social justice. A distinction that 

I fully recognize as well" . 

Fall NCRE/RSA/CSAVR 2016 conference was  held 

October 16-18, 2016 in Arlington, VA.  

“One of the topics presented in the conference which re-

ally caught my interest was on “Social Justice.” This is 

because in the world in which we are in today, we see 

that people with various forms of disabilities are being 

marginalized ,especially socially and it is important for 

the population to understand that everyone is equal and 

therefore such people should be treated fairly.” 

Ms. Queen Njonguo 

 



 

The National Society of Allied Health (NSAH) is the official voice 

for Historically Black Colleges and Universities with schools or 

programs of allied health, providing a forum for faculty, students, 

and practitioner development.  The NSAH networks and collabo-

rates with other organizations that address health issues that 

affect the African American communities through education, 

research, practice, and service delivery.  

 

 

NSAH is open to undergraduate and graduate students. Eligible 

applicants  should meet the following criteria: Must be an Allied Health major, must have a 3.2 G.P.A.  

and must have completed two semesters in an allied health program . 

 

 

If you are interested in joining this organization, please contact  the Rehabilitation Department, Hazel 

Hall, Suite 1062. Please bring transcript and resume. 

 

 

 

National Society of All ied Health  

    Honor Society  

  

MIS S IO N  

W HO’S  E L IG IB L E   

HOW  T O J O IN  

The Department Attends Many National and State Conferences   
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Meet the Faculty  

 

 

Ms. Annette Rogers 

Administrative Assistant  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Maryam Rahimi 

Associate Professor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Jonathan Blackmon 

Lecturer  

Interpreter  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Lisa Zheng 

Assistant Professor 
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Rehabilitation Counselors  

Graduated December 2016   
(Left to right)  Alexis Jackson , Shanicia Hanson, Bianca Parker, 

(not pictured, Stella Ukwade)  

The Rehabilitation Department gives its heartfelt congratulations to our Graduates 

pictured above, ,Alexis Jackson, Shanicia Hanson, Bianca Parker and also not pic-

tured (Stella Ukwade). The department is also extremely proud and happy to relay 

that our Graduates are fully employed in their field after graduating from our pro-

gram. The Rehabilitation Department  was able to place our students in internships 

that led to their full time employment.  

 

The Department of Rehabilitation whishes to thank our internship partners for their 

recognition of excellence provided by both their efforts, and our students efforts, 

for fostering an environment rich in education and  beneficial to the American 

workforce.   

 

All of the above Graduates received financial assistance during their education here 

at UMES in the Rehabilitation Department.  Two received RSA grant money to 

help with their schooling and two worked as Graduate Assistants  in the department 

while earning their degrees. The students were able to graduate without being over-

ly burdened by student loans and are now working in their fields of study giving 

back to the communities in which they are now employed.   

 

The RSA grant monies was provided by Department of Education.; Reha-

bilitation Services Administration Grant #H19B08050 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Meet the Faculty  

 

 

 

Dr. William Talley 

Department Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Clayton Faubion 

Associate Professor 

 

 

 

 

  

Ms. Kutresa Lankford-Purnell  

Undergraduate Clinical Coordinator  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Leslie Santos  

Clinical Coordinator  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Lakeisha Harris 

Assistant Professor  
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Department of Rehabilitation Recruitment   

Students arrive at the Tri-County Recruitment event here at UMES’ 

Hytche Gym. Graduate assistants (Ms. Rosemary Bubor, Ms. Medo-

ra Frasier, Mr. David Turco, Ms. Queen Njonguo)  from the Rehabil-

itation department meet and greet prospective students and explain 

the rehabilitation field and disseminate program materials to inquir-

ing students.      

Professional 

Organization  
Address   Student Fees 

American Coun-

seling Associa-

tion (ACA) 

 https://

www.counseling.org

/  

https://www.counseling.org/membership/aca-and-you/students   

$96.00 

National Council 

of Rehabilitation 

Education 

(NCRE) 

https://ncre.org/  

https://ncre.org/membership-overview/student-membership/  

$40.00 

Maryland Reha-

bilitation Associ-

ation  

https://ncre.org/

membership-

overview/student-

membership/  

http://www.mdrehab.net/4.html  

$48.00 

National Reha-

bilitation Associ-

ation (NRA) 

https://

www.nationalrehab.

org/  

https://nationalrehab.org/iCore/Membership/Join_Now.aspx?

iProductCode=NRA_Online  

$48.00 

National Associ-

ation of Multi-

cultural Rehabil-

itation Concerns 

(NAMRC) 

http://namrc.org/  

https://nationalrehab.org/iCore/Membership/Join_Now.aspx?

iProductCode=NRA_Online  

$ 48.00 NRA + $15.00 NAMRC = $63.00 

International 

Association of 

Rehabilitation 

Professionals 

(IARP) 

http://

www.rehabpro.org/

home  

 https://netforum.avectra.com/eweb/shopping/shopping.aspx?

site=iarp&webcode=shopping&prd_key=d2a136ca-ca94-4206-8b2e-

eb7537c71da3  

$0.00 Free 

Rehabilitation 

International  

http://

www.riglobal.org/  
 http://www.riglobal.org/get-involved/partners/  

Maryland Coun-

seling Associa-

tion  

http://

www.mdcounseling.

org/  

  

Rehabilitation Professional Associations 

Let’s take a look at the Rehabilitation Professional associations we can associate ourselves with in 

our careers after graduation and the cost to join as well. Joining an association is an excellent way 

to keep abreast of emerging issues within our fields and demonstrate your commitment to your 

profession and professional development.  

https://www.counseling.org/
https://www.counseling.org/
https://www.counseling.org/
https://www.counseling.org/membership/aca-and-you/students
https://ncre.org/
https://ncre.org/membership-overview/student-membership/
https://ncre.org/membership-overview/student-membership/
https://ncre.org/membership-overview/student-membership/
https://ncre.org/membership-overview/student-membership/
https://ncre.org/membership-overview/student-membership/
http://www.mdrehab.net/4.html
https://www.nationalrehab.org/
https://www.nationalrehab.org/
https://www.nationalrehab.org/
https://nationalrehab.org/iCore/Membership/Join_Now.aspx?iProductCode=NRA_Online
https://nationalrehab.org/iCore/Membership/Join_Now.aspx?iProductCode=NRA_Online
http://namrc.org/
https://nationalrehab.org/iCore/Membership/Join_Now.aspx?iProductCode=NRA_Online
https://nationalrehab.org/iCore/Membership/Join_Now.aspx?iProductCode=NRA_Online
http://www.rehabpro.org/home
http://www.rehabpro.org/home
http://www.rehabpro.org/home
https://netforum.avectra.com/eweb/shopping/shopping.aspx?site=iarp&webcode=shopping&prd_key=d2a136ca-ca94-4206-8b2e-eb7537c71da3
https://netforum.avectra.com/eweb/shopping/shopping.aspx?site=iarp&webcode=shopping&prd_key=d2a136ca-ca94-4206-8b2e-eb7537c71da3
https://netforum.avectra.com/eweb/shopping/shopping.aspx?site=iarp&webcode=shopping&prd_key=d2a136ca-ca94-4206-8b2e-eb7537c71da3
http://www.riglobal.org/
http://www.riglobal.org/
http://www.riglobal.org/get-involved/partners/
http://www.mdcounseling.org/
http://www.mdcounseling.org/
http://www.mdcounseling.org/
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Student Rehabilitation Association  

Want to get involved in your Major?  

SRA is always looking for new members.  

 

Up to $4000 for tuition 

More education funding opportunities   

RSA  GRANT 

RSA (The Rehabilitation Services Administration)  has Grant funds available for students. This grant only co-

vers Master’s Degree students. (Master of Rehabilitation Counseling) The money is awarded with some pay-

back requirements that are non-monetary. The recipient must work in the field of rehabilitation for a non-profit 

agency or, a governmental agency after graduation as repayment of the grant. A pretty great deal, after all one is 

getting a degree in rehabilitation and then using that education in the field for a livelihood anyway right?  

 

The RSA Grant is fund limited, there are often more students who apply than money available. Therefore, the 

grant is awarded in a competitive fashion, those students with the highest G.P.A. are con-

sidered first.   

Email for more details Dr. Lisa Zheng lzheng@umes.edu  

              Remember keep your G.P.A high and apply! 

 The purpose of the Student Rehabilitation Association, (SRA) is to make students 

aware of the purpose and benefits of majoring in Rehabilitation Services and to educate them 

on the requirements needed to enroll in graduate programs. It is also for individuals to be-

come oriented with the employment opportunities available in human services and rehabilita-

tion settings.  

Ways in which we achieve the desired goal include: 

inviting rehab professionals to speak at meetings, 

providing enrichment programs and literature that 

will benefit those interested in allied health, provid-

ing opportunities for community involvement, and 

preparing students in the development of leadership 

skills through participation in the SRA organization.  

>>  THE ORGANIZATION WELCOMES ALL  
 

STUDENTS AND MAJORS! 

SRA sponsored campus wide 
  

CPR certification class. 

Department of Rehabilitation  
Rehabilitation Counseling  

Master’s Program  
 

Now 

Accepting 

Applications 

For FALL 2017 

For more information contact: 

Leslie M. Santos, Ph.D., CRC 

Program Director 

Department  of Rehabilitation  

Hazel Hall, Suite 1062 

lsantos@umes.edu 

Please visit the department website for more  

information: 

http:/www.umes.edu/rehab 

 

 

Please visit the School of Graduate Studies for  

application materials: 

http://www.umes.edu/grad 
 

Funding 

Available  

$$$$ 

mailto:lsantos@umes.edu
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 Transition to Dean: 

 

On January 9, 2017, Dr. 

LaKeisha Harris started a new position as the Interim 

Dean for the School of Graduate Studies. As the Program 

Director for the Masters of Rehabilitation Counseling 

Program since 2007, Dr. Harris has an intimate 

knowledge of the needs of graduate students and graduate 

programs. In addition to being a Program Director, Dr. 

Harris has also served as a co-advisor for the Graduate 

Student Association which originated from the Depart-

ment of Rehabilitation. 

  

I believe these are exciting times for the School of Gradu-

ate Studies. I am committed to working with the program 

directors to advance the graduate programs and I am 

grateful for their support of our mission. 

Keair Clarke   

Student  Rehabilitation Association President 

Hello, my name is Keair Clarke and I am your president for the Spring 2017 semester. I am a graduating 

senior majoring in Rehabilitation Psychology. I was born and raised in Jamaica Queens, New York but I 

currently reside in Baltimore Maryland. After I earn my Baccalaureate degree I plan on attending gradu-

ate school to further my education and become a family and marriage counselor.  I believe  “If the oppor-

tunity is given than I will meet and/ or exceed any expectation”. This semester I am looking forward to 

having a productive and successful semester with you all. If you should have any questions or concerns 

throughout the semester feel free to ask or contact me at Kdclarke@umes.edu  

Student Rehabilitation Association 

 Student Elections to be held Tuesday 

 April 25th 2017 

 
The SRA will be holding election for all officers April 25th  2017. The 

SRA whishes that all who run be no more than juniors. (Rather than refer-

ring to a student's year of study, in U.S. high schools and colleges, first 

year students are freshmen, second years are sophomores, third year stu-

dents are juniors, and the most experienced are seniors).  This is to insure 

continuity of the 2 year service of officers.  

Dr. LaKeisha Harris Becomes Interim Dean of UMES’ Graduate School  

mailto:Kdclarke@umes.edu
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Ms. Gail Lankford’s  Retirement Party  
It is hard to know what to say when it comes to Ms. Lankford, because she has had a hand in all the key developments that have taken 

place in the department for the past 15 years.  She was never afraid to take on an assignment and she always gave you more than you 

asked for.  She and I have worked on so many different projects together that its hard to keep track of them all. We worked to put the 

graduate program in Rehabilitation Counseling together and shape the curriculum to meet the needs of our state agencies and then we put 

the first application for accreditation together for that same program.  Once the program was up and running we spent weeks putting a 

grant together to send to the U.S. Department of Education to secure funding for our students.  No one was happier about our successful 

application than she was and she immediately set to work to find students to support.  We spent years fine tuning the manual  for the 

undergraduate field work program and then doing the same for our Graduate Internship Manual.  Now faculty from other program use it 

as a model. 

 

There are dozens of activities that she led and they all seemed to turn out well.  If you ask me why, I would simply say that she never put 

her hand on anything that she would allow to be done half way. 

 

She has always been a critical part of what we do now and no matter what she does from this point forward, a part of her lives on in the 

programs that she helped to put in place.  

 

Dr. William Talley 

(From left to right) Ms. Gail Lankford, Ms. Kutresa Lankford-Purnell, Ms. 

Kennedi Purnell. Helping others runs in the family, both for UMES and the 

Lankford family which is represented here with three generations that have 

attended and worked here at UMES. 

Three Generations of UMES 

Ms. Lankford’s Surprise! 

What can I say about a person who became more than a colleague to 

me. For over 10 years, you have guided me, mentored me, and have in 

a lot of ways mothered me during this time of growth. Over the years I 

have watched you give tirelessly and selflessly to others without com-

plaint. Your work ethic is legendary and unmatched and for those rea-

sons you deserve everything that retirement has to offer. Thank you for 

all that you do. 

Dr. LaKeisha Harris 

My original opening line for this paragraph was, “Gail has always been a rock 

for our department.” However, after giving it a bit more thought, it became obvi-

ous to me that “rock” was a wholly inadequate term to use in reference to Gail. 

A much more appropriate word is “gem.” She certainly possess the strength of 

stone, but her essence is that of a precious gem. Her energy and positive can-do-

attitude, has always energized and uplifted everyone she worked with; faculty, 

staff, and most assuredly students. I am of course very happy for her that she has 

reached the point in her life where she can retire, but I know her daily presence 

in our department and throughout the campus will be deeply missed by all. That 

being said, I’m glad she will continue to work part-time in the department. Not 

only is she a cherished colleague, I also consider her a dear friend.  Although her 

sense of style, poise, and grace did not rub off on me, I most assuredly enjoyed 

my time with this very classy lady. Bon voyage, bon vivant Mademoiselle 

Gayle! 

Dr. Clayton Faubion 

Congratulations on your well-deserved retirement, just wanted to 

say that I found so many of your ideas inspiring and it's hard to 

imagine our workplace without you! While I am saddened to see 

you go, I am confident that you will find the same success and 

happiness in retirement that you experienced during your time 

here. I know retirement isn’t going to slow you down, so I won’t 

tell you to relax, I hope retirement brings you the chance to do 

whatever it is that you always wanted to do; but didn't get to.   

Best wishes for your retirement and if you find the time, please 

keep in touch. 

All the best and may God give you happiness! 

 

Dr. Maryam Rahimi 

 

My first encounter with Gail was she picked me up from the airport 

when I flew in for my interview for a job at UMES.  From day one, I 

observed her professionalism, class and of course, her style!  Every day 

since I have observed this same strong woman handle professional and 

personal tasks and events with excellence.  Gail treats everyone with 

dignity and respect and encourages others to do the same.  It will not be 

the same around here without her.  Thankfully, since her retirement, we 

still get to see her a lot!!   

Mr. Jonathan Blackmon  

 
Ms. Gail Lankford’s  Retirement Party  

Mrs. Talley  Ms. Gail Lankford  


